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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
MADNESS UNDER THE ROYAL PALMS

Love and Death Behind the Gates of Palm Beach

By

Laurence Leamer
Now Available in Paperback with a new chapter on Bernie Madoff and how he swindled 
Palm Beach society

· Author has exclusive behind the scenes access to Palm Beach society

· Book provides context for the Bernard Madoff financial scandal

· History of the famed country clubs, including the Palm Beach Country Club, where Madoff made many of his deals 
· Intimate portraits of the island’s movers and shakers

· Chronicles of the scandals—including two murders—and the power plays among America’s rich 
Bernard Madoff’s Ponzi scheme has devastated the eternally sunny world of Palm Beach, bringing down multimillionaires, and destroying once wealthy widows.  At the center of the scandal is the isolated, insulated winter home of the mega-wealthy.  Suddenly, everyone in America is talking about the South Florida island and the rarified life so apart from the rest of America. Everyone wants to know what are the deepest truths of this strange, exotic universe of wealth and privilege.  In MADNESS UNDER THE ROYAL PALMS: Love and Death Behind the Gates of Palm Beach (Hyperion; $15.99; October 27, 2009), Laurence Leamer has the answers.  It took him fifteen years to get them, and to expose the inner life and drama of the wealthy as it has never been exposed before.  It is an often shocking, scandalous book that will forever change not only the way Palm Beach is viewed but the life of wealth and privilege in America

Leamer, known for his bestsellers including The Kennedy Women, now looks at the way wealth makes its own rules and how it creates a culture of privilege untouched by the rules governing most Americans.  He was given unprecedented access to the tightly controlled hierarchy in Palm Beach’s coveted inner sanctums. He reveals the lives of the men and women who have come to this exclusive island off the coast of Florida with big ambitions and even larger checkbooks. 
MADNESS UNDER THE ROYAL PALMS takes readers inside the parties and the clubs, behind the doors of the toniest addresses and into the scandals and the tragedies of some of the wealthiest families in the country.  His trenchant reportage captures the clash between old money and new, religion and status, and the love, lust, and fatal hatreds that determine the shape of that fiercely protected society. He covers the hotly contested memberships in the “right” clubs and the rise of Trump’s Mar-a-Lago, which leveled long-standing barriers with its glitz and celebration of new glamour.  He writes hilariously about the architecture wars—when the high social value of buying one of the “grand old” homes shifted to knocking those old houses down and the race to build megamansions in their place.  And he captures the uneasy alliances that fuel marriages—including the successive trophy wives—and the rancorous and even fatal divorces.  Leamer’s MADNESS UNDER THE ROYAL PALMS deliciously shows that money cannot buy happiness.  As Leamer writes, “in Palm Beach, people chased after happiness, but like dogs chasing a mechanical rabbit in a greyhound race, no matter how fast they ran, happiness was just a few inches in front of their noses.”
In the end, Leamer’s tale reveals a dark strain.  As he discovers the desperate hunger a billionaire has for acceptance that may never come, or the aging beauty’s struggle to redefine and keep a place in this society, he also captures a pathos and humanity in many of his subjects.  There are unforgettable characters that range from the doyenne of the modern drawing room who forgoes a marriage with family attending and flies to New Zealand so that Prince Phillip and Prince Edward might be present instead;  the skinflint megamillionaire who kidnaps his first children, rewrites his own history, and then plots spectacularly against his fifth wife with a prenuptial agreement that would have her paying him if she leaves; to the small-town daughter of a policeman who becomes the gatekeeper for it all, the society columnist for the local newspaper.  Leamer’s exposé of what lies behind Palm Beach’s exclusive facade is a compelling –and timely – narrative. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:  Laurence Leamer is the author of a number of bestsellers in addition to his trilogy on the Kennedy family: The Kennedy Women, The Kennedy Men, and Sons of Camelot.  Other bestsellers he’s written include:  Ascent: The Spiritual and Physical Quest of Willi Unsoeld, Make-Believe: The Life of Nancy and Ronald Reagan, King of the Night: The Life of Johnny Carson, and his controversial biography of Arnold Schwarzenegger, Fantastic.  A graduate of Antioch College, he was one of the first Peace Corps workers to volunteer in Nepal.  A graduate of Columbia University’s journalism program, he has written for many publications including The New York Times Magazine, New York magazine, Harper’s, The Washingtonian and Playboy. Learn more on his website: www.leamer.com.
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