Happy Holidays from Hyperion Books!

Below are our top holiday books separated into common gift categories followed by a brief description of each title. If you would like to obtain a copy for consideration, please email us at Ramon.J.Simmons@abc.com.

Memoirs & True Stories – Great Keepsake for Any Adult Age Group 

JACQUELINE KENNEDY: HISTORIC CONVERSATIONS ON LIFE WITH JOHN F. KENNEDY

LENNON: THE MAN, THE MYTH, THE MUSIC - THE DEFINITIVE LIFE by Tim Riley

HAPPY ACCIDENTS by Jane Lynch

A YEAR AND SIX SECONDS by Isabel Gillies

Poetry & Coffee Table – Wonderful Options for Friends, Co-Workers and Family

SHE WALKS IN BEAUTY: A WOMAN'S JOURNEY THROUGH POEMS by Caroline Kennedy

PAWNEE: THE GREATEST TOWN IN AMERICA by Lisa Knope

THE ECSTASY OF DEFEAT by the Editors of the Onion

Humor 

HAPPY ACCIDENTS by Jane Lynch

PAWNEE: THE GREATEST TOWN IN AMERICA by Lisa Knope

THE ECSTASY OF DEFEAT by the Editors of the Onion

Cookbooks – Delicious Ideas for the Experienced Cook and the Beginner

JAMIE OLIVER’S MEALS IN MINUTES by Jamie Oliver

COOK THIS NOW by Melissa Clark

HOMESICK TEXAN by Lisa Fain

EASY ENTERTAINING AT HOME by Sandra Lee

MONEY SAVING MEALS & ROUND 2 RECIPES by Sandra Lee

Sports 

THE ECSTASY OF DEFEAT by the Editors of the Onion

RAFA by Rafael Nadal


Gardening and Home 

THE HEIRLOOM LIFE GARDENER by Jere and Emilee Gettle

Novels – Perfect for the Mystery Enthusiast

HEAT RISES by Richard Castle

Descriptions

1. JACQUELINE KENNEDY: HISTORIC CONVERSATIONS ON LIFE WITH JOHN F. KENNEDY with foreword by Caroline Kennedy, introduction and annotations by Michael Beschloss …has received much acclaim and analysis from the media and public making it a #1 New York Times Bestseller.  As Hamish Bowles of Vogue describes it, Kennedy’s “razor-sharp memory, and her fascinating and occasionally acerbic perspectives on historic events and the characters that shaped them… To hear her in her own unscripted and candid words in this context is electrifying.”

2. THE HEIRLOOM LIFE GARDENER by Jere and Emilee Gettle.    O, The Oprah Magazine says that, “These are the people on the cutting edge of food culture.”  Why? Because heirlooms are “pure” seeds, passed down through the generations, which haven’t been genetically modified. They taste better and contain more nutrients than genetically modified, mega “hybrid” varieties.  This brilliant pictorial accented with cleverly written family stories are brought to us by the man the New York Times calls “the Indiana Jones of seeds,” Jere Gettle, and his wife, Emilee— key participants in the grow-your-own-food revolution happening in America.
3. SHE WALKS IN BEAUTY: A WOMAN'S JOURNEY THROUGH POEMS by Caroline Kennedy …is the perfect gift for women of all ages to celebrate life in all its joyous moments and significant passages.  In this book Caroline Kennedy takes women on a journey through the stages of life in poetry. The collection includes works by Elizabeth Bishop, Emily Dickinson, Edna St. Vincent Millay, Sappho, Pablo Neruda, W. H. Auden, Adrienne Rich, Elizabeth Barrett Browning, Anne Sexton, W. S. Merlin, Dorothy Parker, Queen Elizabeth I, Lucille Clifton, Rita Dove, W.B. Yeats, and many more poems that make us laugh, that heal, and that let us revel in the lyrical joy of poetry.
4. Have you read the New York Times #1 Bestseller HEAT RISES from internationally bestselling author Richard Castle?  “Heat Rises” is the latest fast-paced and thrilling novel in Richard Castle’s bestselling Nikki Heat series.  Its predecessors, the series debut, “Heat Wave,” spent sixteen weeks on The New York Times hardcover fiction bestsellers list in 2009, and the second novel in the series, “Naked Heat” spent twelve weeks on the same list.  Nikki Heat is a tough, sexy, and professional detective based on NYPD Homicide Detective Kate Beckett, with whom Castle solves crimes and trades barbs on his eponymous hit ABC television show Castle. 

5. LENNON by Tim Riley …is an engrossing biography of John Lennon that explains his towering contribution to rock ‘n’ roll by NPR music critic Tim Riley.  “Here is Lennon in the fullness of his diffracted personality, across the spectrum of his phases and faces,” say New York Times Book Review.  The book is billed by Kirkus as “essential for Lennon fans, and one of the most thorough yet accessible rock biographies to appear in recent years.”

6. In PAWNEE: The Greatest Town in America, Leslie Knope (played by Amy Poehler on the show, Parks & Recreation) takes readers on a historical tour of her hometown, the Midwestern haven known as Pawnee, Indiana.  The book features the city’s colorful citizens, varied history, top restaurants, local music scene, hopping nightlife, including the Snakehole Lounge where people wait in line “Comic-Con” style because “everything is a 10!,” and hair salons with names such as From Hair to Epermity, Bob and Weave, and Star Wars, Episode V: The Hairpire Strikes Back.  PAWNEE is filled with hysterical essays (from Parks director Ron Swanson, Deputy City Manager Benjamin Wyatt, and Chris Traeger), interesting facts (or something of the sort), illustrations, and personal insight from the show’s characters into the “very heart of America’s heartland.”
7. MONEY SAVING MEALS AND ROUND 2 RECIPES by Sandra Lee ...helps readers save money one recipe at a time as she does in her highly popular Food Network show, "Sandra's Money-Saving Meals." Each recipe combination offers one main dish and an additional "round two" recipe—a recipe developed using the same base ingredient as the main recipe, with the concept of buying a little more of the ingredient and making a lot more out of it.  Some of the quick and easy recipes feature tasty Slow Cooker Short Ribs with a starter of Mushroom Walnut Tarts, Ginger Spice Cake for dessert and Beef and Mushroom Soup, for the Round 2 recipe; or Chicken Tacos with Cucumber Salsa, Beanless Beef Chili, S’mores Pudding Parfait, Pumpkin Pie Martini, and much more.
8. EASY ENTERTAINING AT HOME by Sandra Lee ...shows you how to throw a party or informal gathering for friends for any and every occasion – all year round. With tasty themed cocktails such as Ginger Sake Spritzer, Mint Mojito, and Santa's Sleigh Mocha, mouthwatering appetizers like Bacon Bites, Deck the Halls Deviled Eggs, and Blue Cheese Pear Bites, and heavenly desserts including Caramel Banana Bliss, Maple Cakes, and Orange Tiramisu, “Easy Entertaining at Home” is the perfect party primer and go-to guide for modern, over-extended homemaker's and shoppers who entertain on an average of 6 times a year.  

9. HAPPY ACCIDENTS by Jane Lynch— From Glee's Emmy-award winning actress (and Emmy host), a bittersweet memoir about finding her way in Hollywood, life, and love. It follows Lynch from her early years growing up outside Chicago, through her alcoholism, her days at the storied Second City, coming out as a lesbian, and hitting her stride in films like "Best in Show" and "The 40 Year Old Virgin." Vogue calls it “frank, engaging, and at times, uproariously funny,” while Kirkus says it is “achingly sad and sweetly comic at the same time.”
10. In A YEAR AND SIX SECONDS by Isabel Gillies…it takes a year to get over a serious relationship, but only 6 seconds to fall in love. The follow-up memoir to Gillies' Happens Every Day, picks up as she moves back in with her parents after her divorce, with her 2 young boys, no job, and few funds. A touching and funny memoir of second chances, Gillies writes from--and follows--her heart, to find her own happy ending.

11. THE ECSTASY OF DEFEAT by the Editors of the Onion, this is perfect for the smart aleck or sports fan in your life—no jockstrap goes unturned in the Onion's quest for journalistic excellence in their collection of sports reporting. From Tiger Woods, to Michael Phelps, to Tom Brady, no sports giant comes out unscathed. And yes, the editors even included articles on soccer. (Even if it's not a real sport).

12. JAMIE OLIVER’S MEALS IN MINUTES by Jamie Oliver, the fastest selling non-fiction book in UK history is now available in the US! With an innovative layout that streamlines the cooking process so that home cooks are preparing entire meals rather than single recipes, the book is sure to change--and challenge--the way you cook. With detailed instructions and gorgeous photos throughout, this is a gift any foodie (or food revolutionary) strapped for time will love.

13. COOK THIS NOW by Melissa Clark, the popular and beloved "A Good Appetite" New York Times food columnist (and co-writer of popular books by Paula Deen and Mario Batali), is arranged seasonally, so that cooks can utilize fresh ingredients that are in season throughout the year. With Clark guiding cooks around the kitchen the same way she does in her weekly column, this is an ideal book for adventurous chefs wondering what to do with that rutabaga that’s been relegated to the back of their fridge. NPR’s Weekend Edition Sunday and Publisher’s Weekly have picked it as a Top Ten for 2011.

14. HOMESICK TEXAN COOKBOOK by Lisa Fain.  What makes you homesick? When Lisa Fain moved to New York City years ago from Texas, she realized that the “City That Never Sleeps,” was also “the City That Didn't Have Good Tex-Mex.” As she set out to find and create dishes from the Lone Star State, she chronicled her quest on the now award-winning blog called "The Homesick Texan." Adding modern twists to Texas staples, like Mexican Chocolate Chewies and Chorizo Stuffed Jalapenos, "The Homesick Texan Cookbook" is for anyone who loves a little spice in their kitchen--and occasionally likes to use the word “y’all.” The New York Times Book Review, Amazon and Epicurious have all included in their favorite 2011 cookbooks.

15. RAFA by Rafael Nadal …For the first time ever, Spanish-born tennis superstar Rafa Nadal reveals the secrets of his game and shares the inspiring personal story behind his success.  The book covers Nadal’s childhood, growth as a player, and his remarkable career.  It includes the highs, such as winning the Wimbledon 2008 final in what John McEnroe called “the greatest game of tennis ever played,” to the lows, when in 2009 knee injuries and family troubles caused Nadal to exit the French Open early and miss Wimbledon altogether. The book also details the 2010 US Open, where Nadal’s rivalry with Novak Djokovic was born.

